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TO DRAMATICALLY
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YOU ARE INVITED . . .

to make an eternal

financial investment

in the lives of children & teens,
atults & families

thrrough the ministry

of Fort Wilderness.

ArsArsArArAsA

“Store up for yourselves treasure in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys,

and thieves do not break in and steal.” — MATTHEW 6:19



INTRODUCTION:

ANSWERS 10

FOR 40 YEARS, FORT WILDERNESS

has been touching thousands of lives with the Christian Gospel, the Word of
God, the love of Christ, and God’s marvelous creation.

Billy Graham commented on the value of Christian camps when he said, “over
80% of ministers and missionaries today said they made significant spiritual
decisions while at a Christian camp.”

In today’s hectic, fast-paced, electronic, artificial, throw away society, people of
all ages need a place to discover God through the wonder of God’s creation, the
excitement of new experiences, the love of caring Christian leaders, and the
preaching and teaching of God’s word. With your help, the Fort can be this place
for many people!

COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

How old [s the Fort?
Fort Wilderness was founded in 1956 and just completed its 40% year of ministry.

How many people does the camp reach each year?
The Fort is one of the largest camps in the nation (top 15%) through its 20 pro-
grams that serve more than 6,000 people annually.

What types of year-round programs does the Fort offer?

m 13 weekends of winter retreats serving 150-225 people every weekend

= Summer youth programs that effectively reach boys and girls for Christ

® Junior high camps that shape the lives, souls, and thoughts of 6"-8"* graders

®  Summer family camps that impact the lives and memories of more than 200
families every year

®  Summer and weekend volunteer staff opportunities that allow people to use
their skills, interests, and time for God’s purposes

®  Group outfitting trips that provide lifelong memories and deepened relation-
ships through shared wilderness experiences in God’s creation

m Fall and spring outings and retreats for church, civic, family, and school

groups

What has God provided to the Fort that makes It such a special camp?

Dedicated and experienced year-round staff

A unified and committed board of directors

Hundreds of caring volunteers

Year-round sleeping accommodations for 250 people (from dorm-style cabins
to quality inn rooms)

More than 40 buildings on over 300 acres of wilderness fands on two lakes
plus access to hundreds of acres of state forests for hiking, biking, skiing, and
horse trails

m  Tens of thousands of dollars in canoes, boats, camping gear, ski equipment,
horses, and program equipment
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What s the Fort's annual operating budget and how much comes In through donations?
In the past fiscal year, the camp’s budget was $800,000, and approximately one
third of this amount ($265,000) came from donations.

Does the camp have any mortgages on the property or buildings?

The Fort has no long-term bank loans or mortgages. All of its buildings, property,
and equipment are owned 100%. The camp currently has a policy of NOT bor-
rowing for any major capital projects, but instead is commited to raising the cash
and financial commitments needed to underwrite the cost of capital projects.

Does the camp’s board of directors support the camp?

100% of the camp’s 8-person board made an annual financial commitment to the
camp. Personal board commitments range from $600/year to more than $10,000/
year. Collectively, the Fort board has committed more than $30,000 to the camp’s
operational and capital projects in the next 12 months.

What type of financial support has the camp received in the past?

Over the years, the camp has received donations from hundreds and hundreds of
individuals, churches, and businesses. Most gifts have been in the $25 to $1000
range. The camp has also had more than 25 donors who have significantly im-
pacted the camp’s ministry with donations from $5,000 to $160,000.

What type of financial support does the camp now need?
Fort Wilderness is actively seeking financial partners who want to invest a portion
of their Christian giving in the camp’s ministry. The following six donor catego-
ries have been established (see response sheet) so that people can give at appropri-
ate levels based on their resources and interest level in the Fort:

s Campfire Circle: $100 or more annually

= Wagon Trail Circle: Any amount of monthly support
Director’s Circle: $1,000 or more annually
s Pioneer’s Circle: $2,500 or more annually
u Trailblazer’s Circle: $5,000 or more annually
= Frontierman’s Circle: $10,000 or more annually

Can donations be designated?

Each donor has the opportunity to direct their gifts towards general operations,
special needs, or specific pre-approved projects. If desired, gifts can be made in
honor or memory of loved ones. :

Does the camp accept donated gifts-in-kind?

The Fort has received many valuable gifts of horses, vans, trucks, cars, trailers,
boats, office/shop/kitchen equipment, furniture, camping equipment, etc. Items
are either put to use in the ministry or are sold in order to use the proceeds for the
work of the camp. Donors are able to take the fair market value of the item as a
tax-deduction.

Does the camp accept gifts of appreciated assets (stocks, investments, property)?
Over the years, the Fort has regularly accepted gifts of appreciated assets.
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